United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 

"""nHR FOR PATENTS 



NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

EXAMINER 

4678 7590 01/29/2009 | [ 

MACCORD MASON PLLC joiinson.edwardm 

300N. GREENE street, SUITE 1600 I art unit | paper number 

P.O. BOX 2974 ' — 

GREENSBORO, NC 27402 ^^^^ ^^.L^d^ 01/29/2009 



I AI'PLICATION NO. | MLING PATH [ URST NAMED INVENTOR [ A I IOKNEY DOCKE'I' NO, | CONFIRMATION NO. 

10/798,088 03/11/2004 Brian S. Higgins 7340-012 6044 

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD FOR IN-FURNACE REGULATION OF S03 IN CATALYTIC NOX REDUCING SYSTEMS 



I APPLN.TYPE I SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE [ DATE DUE | 
nonprovi.sional $300 $0 -4+0^ O'l/29/2009 

THE Al'PlJCATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERI IS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRAN I OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INHIATIVE OF HIE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FRONt^ HIE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. ^ THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 15L THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 



HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

[. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

IF the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, checlc box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Pari B is Filed, a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communication.s prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



MACCORD MASON PLLC 

300 N. GREENE STREET, SUITE 1600 

P. O. BOX 2974 

GREENSBORO, NC 27402 



PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 01/29/2009 



Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 992 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 992 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determinafion should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. . Quesfions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571)-272-4200. 
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Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/798,088 


HIGGINS, BRIAN S. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Edward M. Johnson 


1793 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE IVIERITS IS (OR REIWAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . M This communication is responsive to Aoolicanfs a mendment and IDS filed on 12/23/08. 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8 and 17-25. which have been renu mbered 1-17. respectively . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Sonne' c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

I N FORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
each sheet Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. P DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 




1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 


5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 


2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 


6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 




Paper No./Mail Date . 


3. Kl Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 


7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 


Paper No./Mail Date 12/08 




4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 


8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 


of Biological Material 






9. □ Other . 


/Edward M. Johnson/ 




Primary Examiner 




Art Unit: 1793 
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Applicant may hot request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt of applicant's amendment filed on 03/1 7/08 is acknowledged.. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/17/08 
has been entered. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

3. The terminal disclaimer filed on 3/17/08 has been reviewed and is accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 17-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 17, line 5 states, "determining if the SCR 
system is to be by-passed". However, this is a mental step which does not produce a 
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concrete or tangible result, and thus is nonstatutory. A similar limitation is also in claim 
25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 11 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using It, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it Is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his Invention. 

7. Claims 17-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claim 17, line 5 states, "determining if the SCR system is to be by-passed". 

A similar limitation is also in claim 25. 

8. However, the specification does not describe how this step is performed. 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 

10. Claims 17-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 17, line 5 states, "determining if the SCR 
system is to be by-passed". A similar limitation is also in claim 25. 
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1 1 . However, it is unclear exactly how this step is performed. For example, it is 
unclear whether a user or a controller performs the step, or what criteria is used to 
make a determination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 17-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 4,375,949 to Salooja ( "Salooja") in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,029,752 
to Cahn ( "Cahn "), and applicant's admitted prior art, and further in. view of U.S. 
Patent No. 4,196,057 to May ("May") (previously cited) and Altman (5,011,516). 

Salooja discloses in the specification and figures 1-10 an invention in the same 
field of endeavor as applicant's invention and similar to that described in applicant's 
claims 17-34. 

In particular, in regard to at least claim 17, Salooja discloses a method of 
reducing the acidity (each of nitrogen oxides and sulfur trioxides, see cols. 5-7) 
comprising the steps of: 

c) partially combusting the fuel in a first stage to create a reducing environment in 
situ (see at least col. 1 , lines 50-54); 
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d) maintaining tiie reducing environment for a sufficient time period such that 
reducible acids are reduced to a predetermined level to achieve a desirable acidity 
concentration in the flue gas (see at least col. 1 , lines 54-59 and col. 7 lines 5- 
20describing that the nitrogen oxides and sulfur tri-oxides are controlled to 
desired/predetermined levels); 

e) combusting the remainder of the fuel and combustion intermediates in a 
second stage with oxidizing environment; thereby decreased the acidity of the flue gas 
by reducing the acid concentration of the gas (see at least col. 1, lines 60-63 and lines 
29-33). 

In regard to the limitation the reducible acids are reduced "by electron addition", 
while Salooja does disclose that the nitrogen oxides and sulfur trioxides are reduced, 
the reference does not appear to go into further detail as to the mechanisms of the 
chemical reduction, namely "by electron addition." 

Cahn teaches a method of reducing sulfur oxides that is considered to be in the 
same field of endeavor as both applicant's invention and Salooja. Cahn describes that 
sulfur oxides in a process gas stream are reduced by reaction with ammonia (i.e. NH3) 
as a reducing agent (see at least col. 7, lines 48-52). Cahn clearly provides that sulfur 
trioxide is reduced in the same manner as the described processes for sulfur dioxide 
(see at least col. 7, lines 34-38). The examiner notes that at least ammonia (NH3) is 
considered to be the type of reducing radical described in applicant's specification (see 
specification p. 9, line 14 lists NHi). Further, the examiner also notes that Cahn also 
suggests that other reducing agents such as H2, CO, and CH4 (also listed in applicant's 
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specification) are recognized in the art as reducing radicals creating a reducing 
environment (see Calin, col. 7, lines 65-68). This describes process of employing either 
ammonia or other above noted agent to result in the reduction of sulfur trioxide (a 
reducible acid) is considered to suggest the reduction by election addition described in 
applicant's specification and claimed in claim 17. 

Returning to Salooja, while this reference provides only some detail of the 
reducing of sulfur trioxides through the practice of the described method, there is clear 
suggestion that the reduction of sulfur trioxides is recognized in the art. Accordingly, a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would desirably 
modify the process in Salooja to incorporate the reduction by electron addition 
suggested by Cahn to desirably produce a gas stream that has "little or no" sulfur 
trioxide (see at least Cahn, col. 8, lines 41-46). 

Regarding the limitations of determining if the SCR system is to be bypassed and 
then bypassing the SCR if determined to be necessary, applicant discloses in the 
specification that "an SCR is often only intended to be used for six months per year", 
and "are bypassed during the winter". This is regarded as an admission of prior art. 

Salooja, Cahn, and applicant's admitted prior art teach substantially all of the 
limitations of the methods recited in claims 17-23 and 25-31, with exception of the steps 
of adjusting the reducing environment to lower the flue acid gas dewpoint (claims 17 
and 23), improving ESP function (claims 17 and 25), and measuring acid dewpoint 
(claim 23). These additional steps have not been identified in Salooja, Cahn, and 
applicant's admitted prior art. 
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However, In regard to claims 17 and 25, the acid of concentration of the flue gas 
is directly related to the acid dew point temperature of the flue gas. This is expressly 
noted by applicant in applicant's description of the prior art, namely "...as the 803 
concentration increases, the acid dew point temperature of the flue gas increases." (see 
applicant's specification, p. 1, lines 16-18). To further support this assertion the 
examiner also points to May. May discloses a method which provides that 
"[mjeasurement of dew point enables a semi-quantitative determination of the sulfur 
trioxide concentration in the exhaust or flue gas" (see May, col. 5, lines 30-32 and 38- 
42). Accordingly, a person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that reduction of 
the acid concentration of the flue gas necessarily results in the lowering of the acid dew 
point level of the flue gas. As noted above, Salooja provides for the reduction of sulfur 
oxides from the effluent of flue gas of a furnace to a desired level (see at least col. 1 
lines 54-59 and cols. 5-7). Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art would 
reasonably understand that obtaining the reduction target of the oxides in the flue gas 
as specified in Salooja would necessarily result in a corresponding desired dew point 
level (again see at least May, col. 5, lines 38-42). 

Also in regard to claims 17 and 25, it is unclear whether the Salooja apparatus 
includes an ESP device. However, Altman teaches that fly ash is conventionally 
removed from combustion gases by electrostatic precipitation (col. 1, lines 7-10). 
Altman also teaches that the concentration of sulfur trioxide must be controlled to 
optimize the performance of the ESP filter (col. 1, lines 17-21). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Salooja apparatus to include the ESP device, as 
Altman teaches they are conventionally used to control fly ash (col. 1, lines 7-10). 

Accordingly, a person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that reduction 
of the acid concentration of the flue gas necessarily results in optimizing the 
performance of an ESP device. As noted above, Salooja provides for the reduction of 
sulfur oxides from the effluent of flue gas of a furnace to a desired level (see at least col. 
1 , lines 54-59 and cols. 5-7). Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art would 
reasonably understand that obtaining the reduction target of the oxides in the flue gas 
as specified in Salooja would necessarily result in a corresponding improved 
performance of the ESP device (again see at least Altman, col. 1, lines 17-21). 

In regard to at least claim 18 and 19, Salooja describes that a catalytic burner is 
supplied at least in the first stage that produces lower NOx production than conventional 
combustion systems (see at least col. 2, lines 7-12, col. 6, line 67 through col. 7, line 4 
and col. 4, lines 31-47) and thus reasonably suggests micro-staging through the use of 
low-NOx burners. 

In further regard to claims 18 and 19, as noted above, while the examiner 
considers that the operation of the catalytic burners suggests the recited micro-staging 

using low NOX burners, even if this is not a proper understanding, the examiner notes 
that applicant admits that the use of micro-staging using low-NOx burners to reduce 
emissions in combustion furnaces is known in the art (see admitted prior art of page 5, 
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lines 4-1 8 of applications' specification). Accordingly, even if the operation of the 
catalytic burners of Salooja are not properly considered to be applicant's recited micro- 
staging using low NOx burners, a person of ordinary skill in the art would desirably seek 
to incorporate mircro-staging using low NOx burners in the process of Salooja in order 
to desirably aid in reducing NOx emissions (see admitted prior art of p. 5, lines 4-18 of 
applications' specification). 

In regard to at least claims 20-24 and 26-31, applicant also admits that the use of 
macro-staging using over-fired air and used in combination with micro-staging using low 
NOx burners is known in the art (see admitted prior art of page 5, line 19 through page 
6, line 5 of applications' specification). Accordingly, a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would seek to employ macro-staging using over-fired air in a combustion stage and/or in 
combination of micro-staging using low NOx burners to desirably achieve NOx 
emissions reduction (see admitted prior art of page 5, line 19 through page 6, line 5 of 
applications' specification). Regarding claim 24, Salooja teaches burning a 
"carbonaceous fuel", which is considered to suggest coal. 

Regarding claims 33 and 34, Salooja teaches reducing the concentration of 
sulfer trioxide to 18 ppm (col. 7, line 17). 

In regard to claim 25, this claim includes limitations similar to that of claim 17 with 
the additional method step of "measuring the acid dewpoint of the flue gas." Salooja 
possibly does not expressly disclose actively measuring the acid dewpoint of the flue 
gas. 
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However, May, as previously noted, clearly provides that the dew point of the 
exhaust gas is measured to determine a concentration of sulfur trioxide (see May, col. 
5, lines 30-32). Further, May provides that the measurement of the dew point also 
allows for determination of "cold end" corrosion locations (May, col. 5, lines 32-34) and 
further that the inherent corrosion rate measurement that arises form the dewpoint 
measurement "indicates the degree of inhibition of an additive such as magnesium and 
the actual condition at the surface." (May, col. 5, lines 34-37). 

Accordingly, a person of ordinary skill in the art would desirably modify the 
method of Salooja to incorporate measuring the acid dewpoint of the flue gas as taught 
in May to determine the level of corrosion that results from the additives In the flue gas 
(see May, col. 5, lines 30-37). 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-34 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

15. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Suereth whose telephone number is (571)272- 
9061. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays & Tuesdays 8:00AM- 
4:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven McAllister, can be reached (571) 272-6785. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sarah Suereth/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3749 

/Steven B. McAllister/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



